Fireside Reflections Prayer ~ Week 7

The Lord’s Prayer — Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Serenity Prayer — Reinhold Niebuhr

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things | cannot change,

the courage to change the things | can,

and the wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time;

accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is,
not as | would have it; trusting that You will make all things right

if I surrender to Your will; so that I may be reasonably happy in this life

and supremely happy with You forever in the next. Amen.

Instrument of Your Peace — St. Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love,

Where there is injury, pardon

Where there is doubt, faith,

Where there is despair, hope,

Where there is darkness, light,

Where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much
seek to be consoled as to console,

not so much to be understood as to understand,
not so much to be loved, as to love;

for it is in giving that we receive,

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

itis in dying that we awake to eternal life.

Christ Be With Me — St. Patrick

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Christ where | lie, Christ where I sit, Christ where | arise,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of every one who speaks to me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me.

Salvation is of the Lord.

Salvation is of the Christ.

May your salvation, Lord, be ever with us.



Covenant Prayer — John Wesley

| am no longer my own, but yours.

Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you,
Praised for you or criticized for you.

Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

| freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service.
And now, O wonderful and holy God,

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,

you are mine, and | am yours.

So be it.

And the covenant which I have made on earth,

Let it also be made in heaven. Amen.

Lead Me — Thomas Merton

My Lord God, I have no idea where | am going. | do not see the road ahed of me. I cannot know
for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following
Your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please You
does in fact please you. And | hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. | hope that I will
never do anything apart from that desire. And | know that, if I do this, You will lead me by the
right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust You always though | may
seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for You are ever with me, and You
will never leave me to face my perils alone.

Trust — St. Augustine

My God, let me know and love you, so that I may find my happiness in you. Since | cannot fully
achieve this on earth, help me to improve daily until I may do so to the full Enable me to know
you ever more on earth, so that I may know you perfectly in heaven. Enable me to love you ever
more on earth, so that | may love you perfectly in heave. In that way my joy may be great on
earth, and perfect with you in heaven. O God of truth, grant me the happiness of heaven so that
my joy may be full in accord with your promise. In the meantime let my mind dwell on that
happiness, my tongue speak of it, my heart pine for it, my mouth pronounce it, my soul hunger
for it, my flesh thirst for it, and my entire being desire it until | enter through death in the joy of
my Lord forever. Amen.



Fireside Reflections Scripture on Prayer ~ Week 7

“I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears” (Psalm 34:4).

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if
there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.”
(Phillipians 4:6-7)

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us.” (1 John 5:14)

““...the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints with God’s will. with
God’s will. And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:26-28).

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people”. (Ephesians 6:18)

“Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of
praise.” (James 5:13)

“Jesus said, Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it
and it will be yours.” (Mark 11:24)

“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they
will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you
need before you ask him.” (Matthew 6:7-8)

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge God, And God will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

"Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. "Take My yoke upon
you, and learn from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your
souls. "For My yoke is easy, and My load is light." (Matthew 11:28-30)

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” (Romans 12:12)

“This, then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And
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forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil one.”” (Matthew 6:9-13)



